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June – August 2021 
 

Pastor Wahl had a great idea to put American 

flags on the front lawn of Church for Memorial 

Day. Here is an email we received last week 

“OK as I was driving the other day down Chicago 

Road, , and had a 6 year old in car seat in back - 

we spotted THE Flags - the BEAUTIFUL display 

of American Flags on the Lutheran church lawn.  

I had chills! 

From the back seat - WOW!   Just WOW!  It was 

all he could say - WOW!   Just WOW!   I thought 

the same - and he kept repeating WOW!   Just 

WOW!  Just a few words that really explain the 

meaning of all those American Flags - WOW Just 

WOW!   Excellent symbolism, and I am so proud 

of the Lutheran Church for doing this absolutely 

beautiful display of our GREAT American Flag.  

Thank you so so much - from me and...the six 

year old!  WOW Just WOW! 

It can be interpreted in many ways -  those who 

came home with disabilities, those soldiers who 

came home with pride for serving their country 

and for those soldiers who did not get to come 

home.  Thank you to all.” 
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St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 

508 North Chicago Road 

Thornton, IL 60476 
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Greetings  

St.Paul Ev. Lutheran Church will be offering 

Adult Education/Confirmation classes this 

summer.  An opportunity to explore the 

Lutheran religion as explained in Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  It is also an excellent time for 

confirmed members of the church to renew their 

own personal commitment of faith.   Pastor D. 

Fleuchtling has graciously offered to lead these 

classes.   

An informational meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday June 23rd at 7pm   at St. Paul 

Church.   

If you are interested in attended this meeting 

please contact the Church office 708-877-6564 or 

email office@splcms.org. 

Yours in Christ, 

Deb Brandy 

 

 

Sunday School Survey 

Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church Please 

fill out this survey so we can best proceed with 

Sunday School in the fall.   

https://forms.gle/9bM8KXNnzpCYmUK7A  

Feel free to email Dana Krieger 

(teacher92581@comcast.net) with questions and 

suggestions.  More information about what 

Sunday School will look like will be forthcoming.  

Please complete the survey as soon as possible, 

but by August 1st, 2021. 

 

Friends in Christ, 

This is an update from the Board of Elders.  Now 

that we are turning the corner on COVID-19, 

let’s review our policies.  

We are still requiring wearing masks in our 

Church and Parish Hall and Social distancing 

In the Church we are roping off every other pew.  

We are still not using the common cup for 

communion.  

We have started walking around the offering.  

We will start having coffee after Church starting 

June 6.  

When the State moves into phase 5 (rumored to 

be mid June), we will make masks required for 

people who are not vaccinated and optional for 

people who are vaccinated.  We will post a sign 

on the doors when this happens. We will still 

have masks and sanitizer at each door. We will 

also ask people to sing with your full voices.  We 

will still rope off every other pew and not use the 

common cup for communion.  

A special thanks to Deb for scheduling a pastor 

every Sunday for the last year plus.  

We are also starting an adult confirmation class.  

If you are interested, the first class will be Wed, 

June 23 at 7 pm in the Parish Hall.   

The Board of Elders 

 

Call Committee Report 
The Call Committee has been reviewing and 

discussing different options available to 

congregations in the process of calling a Pastor.   

More information will be made available as 

things progress.   A text message I received just 

today:  When we work, WE work, when we pray 

God Works.  Let us all offer up our prayers for 

guidance and Gods will be done. 

https://forms.gle/9bM8KXNnzpCYmUK7A


 

3 

 

Starting June 6th Coffee and…has  returned!! 

Yeah an opportunity to catch up!!!  Coffee, 

Conversation and treats.  These are a few of our 

favorite things. As in the past lets share 

providing  the treats!     

 

inistry ocial 
 

Thanks everyone for your continued support. 

Without congregational help we would not be 

able to help those in need and do God’s work.  

God commands us to help each other and give to 

others as we have been blessed to receive. As 

Covid restrictions ease, our food pantry will once 

again be used to help provide for those in need. 

Gift cards and monetary donations are still the 

best way to help support this ministry until we 

can fully open the pantry again. 

Katherine Dampier’s family received our 

sympathy card. Katherine had been a friend of 

St. Paul’s for many years. Many of you knew her 

through our Social Ministry program. The family 

was grateful for the card and many prayers. 

Thanks, 

Norma 

 

1881-2021 140 Years 
St. Paul’s will be celebrating 140 years this year 

on September 12th .  We need to Celebrate, 

Rejoice, Make a Joyful Noise, most of all Give 

Thanks for 140 years of being God’s church. A 

great time to reflect on our  past and into our 

future.  Help plan the festivities Many Hands 

make light work.  All hands on deck!!!! 

THE 
TRUSTEE’S REPORT 

 

At this current time we do not have Trustees, but 

we have been very blessed with Henry and Louie 

Sella.  They have been keeping the outside of the 

church looking good, as well as this inside and 

many other things that we don’t notice until they 

are not available (like heat and air conditioning)   

Let’s Give a big shout out to these 2 wonderful 

guys THANK YOU HENRY AND LOUIE FOR 

ALL YOU DO! 

 

 

The church occasionally receives cards from 

members or former members of our church.  

These cards will be on the table in the parish hall 

as well as some blank cards to send out to others.  

It is a wonderful thing to receive mail (not a bill 

or advertisement) from people you know and care 

about.  It is also a great way to just say Hi, we 

missed you!  There is also an address list 

available for our members on the Special 

Concerns list and Serving in the Military.  Take 

a card or sign a card with a little greeting and 

share the love! 

  

 

There has been some discussion of creating a few 

new banners to go in between the windows in 

church as well as a few to cover the back of the 

piano that reflect the colors of the paraments.  If 

you are interested in working on these projects 

over the summer please contact Deb Brandy.  
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Madalynn Rose Marie Kitakis was Baptized into 

Christ on Sunday April 18th by Pastor 

Dooberstein.  Madalynn was surrounded by her 

family and friends. Parents are Tim and Nikki 

Kitakis and her big sister Kayla.   

 

I recently found out the purpose of the 

Remember in Prayer or as I call it the “Pink 

sheet” with all the people listed, St. Paul Family, 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, those with Special 

Concerns and Serving in the Military has a little 

different purpose than I thought.  I always 

thought, let me pray for them Sunday and we are 

good.  Guess what I did not have the big picture 

the idea is for this to go home with us to hang on 

our fridge where we see it daily, or with our 

morning devotions and to pray for those on the 

list for the week.  Wow… I was not too sure 

about this, for the whole week?  Well, I thought 

let me at least try it, I might like it…  I was in 

for a surprise I found myself actually reaching 

out and calling people.   This has blessed me in 

more ways than I could have imagined,   And to 

reread the rest of the Pink Sheet, like the radio 

programs, upcoming events and the jokes.   

Church Council Meetings: 
Council meetings are now held Sunday Mornings 

after the Church Service. 

Here is the schedule for the Summer Months: 

June 6t 

July   No meeting 

August 13 

September 12. 

 

 

 

 

 
Live 

Our on-line Church Service has moved. We are 

no longer streaming our service on the web site. 

We have moved to Facebook. Simply, on your 

Facebook page search for:  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, Thornton IL 

or enter www.facebook.com/splcms in your 

favorite broswer. 

 

 
That’s it, Sunday mornings at 9:45 go onto your 

Facebook page and when we go live you’ll get a 

notification. 

The Service then is on Facebook for later viewing 

as well. For those who are not on Facebook, 

services will still be available on our website by 

the following day. For those who don’t have a 

computer you can always call the office to get a 

DVD mailed to you.  
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St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 

 

     
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

September - May 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

September - May 

 

508 N. Chicago Road 

Thornton, IL 60476 

Voice & Fax (708) 877-6564 

www.splcms.org 

www.facebook.com/splcms 

office@splcms.org 

pastor@splcms.org 

Church Office Hours 

By appointment. 

Bulletin Deadline 

Thursday by 10 a.m. 

Contact the church office to submit 

personal testimonials about what God 

has done for you. Or original art that is 

inspirational or humorous to the artist. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL 
OFFICERS 

 
Chairman Bill Sommer  

Vice Chairman David Bloom 

Recording Sec. Tracy Middleton  

Financial Sec. Robert Brandy 

Treasurer Mary Sella  

Elder Henry Sella 

 Eric Schaussburger 

 Brian Wiltjer 

 Jerry Wiltjer 

  

  

Trustee  

  

  

  

Stewardship  

Evangelism Debi Brandy 

Social Ministry Norma Allen 

 Sandy Budde 

S. S. Super. Dana Krieger 

Asnt. Super.  

Adult Director  

Youth Director  

 

 

Here [Genesis 15:6], in the most appropriate place, the Holy Spirit wanted to set forth expressly and 

clearly the statement that righteousness is nothing else than believing God when He makes a promise. 

At this point there arises an important debate concerning the Law and faith: whether the Law 

justifies, whether faith does away with the Law, etc. 

In this connection Paul learnedly stresses the matter of time: that in this chapter Moses is speaking 

about righteousness and a righteous or justified Abraham prior to the Law, prior to the works of the Law, 

yes, prior to the people of the Law and before Moses, the lawgiver, was born. Accordingly, he says that 

righteousness is not only not from the Law but is prior to the Law, and that neither the Law nor the 

works of the Law contribute anything toward it. 

Then what? Is the Law useless for righteousness? Yes, certainly. But does faith alone, without works, 

justify? Yes, certainly. Otherwise you must repudiate Moses, who declares that Abraham is righteous 

prior to the Law and prior to the works of the Law, not because he sacrificed his son, who had not yet 

been born, and not because he did this or that work, but because he believed God who gave a promise. 

In this passage no mention is made of any preparation for grace, of any faith formed through works, or 

of any preceding disposition. This, however, is mentioned: that at that time Abraham was in the midst of 

sins, doubts, and fears, and was exceedingly troubled in spirit. 

How, then, did he obtain righteousness? In this way: God speaks, and Abraham believes what God is 

saying. Moreover, the Holy Spirit comes as a trustworthy witness and declares that this very believing or 

this very faith is righteousness or is imputed by God Himself as righteousness and is regarded by Him as 

such. 

-Martin Luther 



 

  



 

  



 

  


