The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 29, A+D 2023
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God Manifests His Glory in the Humility and Weakness of Christ Crucified

The Lord tells His people, “I brought you up from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of slavery” (Micah 6:4). By the sacrifice of
His beloved Son, He has redeemed us from our slavery of sin and death;
He has forgiven our transgressions by the shedding of His blood. His
great mercy and salvation lead us “to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly” with our God (Micah 6:8). We boast only in the
incarnate and crucified Lord Jesus. He is “the power of God and the
wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). He is our life and salvation, our “wisdom”
and “righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Now
He opens His mouth and teaches us His wisdom. By His cross and
Passion, the kingdom of heaven is ours. We receive mercy and are
satisfied; we see God and are called sons of God in Christ. “Blessed are
you,” therefore, “when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely” on account of Christ (Matt. 5:11).

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

Stand



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word



Introit Psalm 1:1-5; antiphon: v. 6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,

and on his law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in
its season, and its leaf does not wither.

In all that he does, he prospers.

The wicked are not so,

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Kyrie 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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(8 Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

v
A - men.
This Is the Feast LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refiain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1-8
The Old Testament Reading for The Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany is from the sixth chapter of the prophecy of Micah.

"Hear what the LORD says:

Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
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for the LORD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
**O my people, what have | done to you?
How have | wearied you? Answer me!
*For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

®"With what shall | come before the LoRoD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the LoRD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

®He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
The Second Reading is from the first chapter of the First Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians.

"®The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. "For it is written,

“| will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
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*%Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? ?'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to
save those who believe. *For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
folly to Gentiles, **but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *°For the foolishness
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men.

*®For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. °’But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, *’so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God. *°*He is the source of your
life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness
and sanctification and redemption. *'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.



Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he
sat down, his disciples came to him.

And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*'Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

>"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.

""Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

%Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

*Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

"%Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

""“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. "*Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Sermon Title: “We do not make Christians.”

Stand



Apostles’ Creed 159
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sit
Gathering of Tithes & Offerings

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate.

Stand
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510

Prayer of the Church 159
P ...Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 160
(P} The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been
hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made
known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
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substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness
of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



12

Lord’s Prayer 162

() Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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men.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution of Christ’'s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, | thank
and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with my
mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, and life
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
Stand

The Communion Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in
peace.
Amen.



Thank the Lord LSB 164
o) . | - | ‘
- 1 e e e | | — —
XY | } { \[ | |
w T ‘ — <
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
o) | —
’ 1 — — ] } |
| | I I I | |
— ] |

I

[ANIV I | I I
Y] 1 1 1 \
He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and
blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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A - men.

Benediction 166

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
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811 Oh, That | Had a Thousand Voices
Silent Prayer

Announcements
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=7 The Glad Spirit
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY

Scott & Sherrie Bruce

Russell & Sondra Budde, Family Christopher
David & Karolyn Capodagli

Christopher Carr

Diana Carr

BIRTHDAYS

Paulette Maurer, 1/29 Tiffany Reichert, 2/1
Emily Hudson, 2/2 William Middleton, 2/4

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES

Dorothy VVan Mynen, 1/29 Christopher Baker, 2/1
Shawn Conway, 2/1 Sandra Ovalle, 2/3
Austin Brandy, 2/4 Nicholas Carr, 2/4

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Jennifer & Robert Wisely, 2/2

SPECIAL. CONCERNS
Released from the hospital this past week — Shirley Wahl, Russ Budde

Pray for Diane Akers, Janice Abel, Violet Andersen, Sondra Budde, Jay
Carey, Judy Diekleman, Sandy Ovalle, Violet Rich, Lois Struven, Dolly
Tagenhorst, Dorothy Van Mynen, Warren Van Mynen, Gene Wiltjer and
the Farris Family.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, David Capodagli, James
Fluechtling, Nathan Lopez, and Robert Wisely.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom, Nathan
Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, Dana Tatgenhorst,
Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander.



NEWS UPDATE

The need for food and the basic necessities of life continue throughout the
year, and with your continued support, St. Paul’s will continue to try and
provide help to all whose needs have come to our attention. We continue to
ask for your help and support in this New Year, please include your
donations in with you offering and mark your envelope Social Ministry.
Thank you for the continued support of this important ministry!

St. Paul's Lutheran School Open House & Kindergarten Screenings
— St. Paul's Lutheran School will host an Open House on Sat., Feb. 11,
9am —Noon and Sun. Feb. 26, 11:30am - 1:30 pm at 8601 Harrison
Avenue, Munster. Kindergarten Screenings will be held on Fri. Mar. 3,
from 2-4pm or 5-7 pm. St. Paul's provides a solid and affordable
Christian education for Preschool through 8"¢ grade, is Nationally and
State accredited and is an approved Indiana Choice Scholarship school.
Wondering if you can afford a private Lutheran education or want further
information, please call (219) 836-6270 ext. 202, or visit
www.stplmunster.corn.

St. Paul Book Club will meet Wednesday February 15, to
P review The Things We Do for Love by Kristin Hannah. We
@g usually meet at 10am on the second Wednesday of the month
P and always welcome new members. Book Club is now in
person and thru FB chat. Please let Deb know in advance so
she can link you in.

Christ For You this week on KFUO.org: Study John 6 on Sharper Iron's
"Word Made Flesh" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), finish studying Esther
and hear about Funeral Texts on Free-Text-Friday on Thy Strong Word
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear about the benefits of Baptism on
Concord Matters (2/4 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on
demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app!

Unanswered Bible Questions... Issues, Etc., a radio-talk show and
podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio, will have Pastors Bryan
Wolfmueller and Brian Kachelmeier respond to your unanswered Bible
questions. You can submit your question via email:
talkback@issuesetc.org, Facebook: facebook.com/issuesetc, or the Issues,
Etc. Comment Line: (618) 223-8382. You can listen to the interview at
your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite
podcast provider.



We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday at
8:45 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live at
https://www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also
available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download
on our website at https://www.splcms.org/worship.

“Pre-born babies are patients who deserve the rights and protections
applicable to children and adults.” Dr. William Lile, Pensacola, Florida —
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life ¢ lutheransforlife.org

The Beatitudes

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me."
Matthew 5:11 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 5:1-12

are the poor in spirit
for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
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ACROSS DOWN
1. To show great kindness toward 1. To be humble in spirit or manner
others
3. To be without any faults; without 2. A payment received in return for
sin doing good deeds
3. A need for food 3. Having little money or few
6. To feel happiness, joy and possessions
pleasure 4. To feel sadness

Words used in back of bulletin.
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God’s People in Action

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS

January 22" Attendance 20, 15 Communed, 7 Online

Basket $104.00 Weekly Missions $10.00
Envelopes 636.00 Church Maint 10.00

Social Ministry 45.00
Budgeted Total 740.00 Non-budgeted Total ~ $65.00
Offering Needed 1,233.00
Short $-493.00

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
8:45am Worship Service

9:45am Coffee & Pancakes and Sausage
10:00 am Sunday School
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 8:45am Worship Service
9:45am Coffee &...
10:00 am Sunday School
SERVANT SCHEDULE
Sun, Jan 29, 8:45 AM Sun, Feb 5, 8:45 AM
Pastor Pastor Fluechtling Pastor Dobberstein
Usher Aaron Schassburger Louis Sella
Lay Reader Norma Allen Nikki Golembeck
DONATIONS
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