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DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 4 – Page 203 

Lutheran Service Book 

By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His 

Marvelous Light 

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy 

He does not forsake them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, 

until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. “For his 

righteousness’ sake,” He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the 

coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them 

into light” (Is. 42:16) because He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The 

incarnate Son of God does the works of His Father and displays the divine 

glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” until that night “when no one can 

work” (John 9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the 

eyes of the blind and grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one 

time you were darkness,” now “you are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our 

Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of His resurrection, wherein 

He shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

890 O Blessed Light, O Trinity 

 

Stand 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 

P My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

P One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

C that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 

life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his 

temple. 

P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

C he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me 

high upon a rock. 

P And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around 

me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

C I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 

morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us 

as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 

Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 

give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



4 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 

A The Old Testament Reading for The Fourth Sunday in Lent is from 

the forty-second chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah. 

  

14For a long time I have held my peace; 

 I have kept still and restrained myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 

 I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 

 and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn the rivers into islands, 

 and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind 

 in a way that they do not know, 

in paths that they have not known 

 I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

 the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, 

 and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 

 who trust in carved idols, 

who say to metal images, 

 “You are our gods.” 

18Hear, you deaf, 

 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 

 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 

 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
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21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 

 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 

A The Second Reading is from the fifth chapter of the Epistle of St. 

Paul to the Ephesians. 

  

 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is 

good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the 

Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they 

do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 

visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel John 9:1–41 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 

was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or 

his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground 

and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with 

the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 

saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is 

he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and 

said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and 

received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 

received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a 

man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 

them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 

him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
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 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 

his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that 

this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we 

do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 

age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because 

they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 

should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and 

said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I 

have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they 

reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 

not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an 

amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if 

anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 

the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could 

do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and 

would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 

he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen 

him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” 

and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this 

world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 

become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 

and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were 

blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 

guilt remains.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

744 Amazing Grace 

 

Sermon 

 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings 

 

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it 
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate. 

 

Musical Offering 

 

Stand 

 

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
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Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952 
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510 

 

Prayer of the Church 159 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 
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Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 

Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a 

sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a 

substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not 

Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 

  

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham 

our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 
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for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come 
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is 
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you 
desire this blessing. 

 

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious 
invitation, I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
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You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, I 
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with 
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, 
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

Stand 

 

The Communion Dismissal 

 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

537 Beautiful Savior 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 
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March 19, 2023 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY 
Jane Krencjarz, Family Ellen, Jillian, Darren 

Dana & Kevin Krieger, Family Kaylee, Hope 

Bryan Lively, Family Rachel 

Margaret Loitz 

Jennifer Lovett, Family Danial, Andrew, Tiffany 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
Layla Baker, 3/22 

Sondra Budde, 3/22 

Kaitlin Dejonowski, 3/22 

Kathy Dejonowski, 3/22 

Dakoda Gaut, 3/22 

CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARIES 
Tracy Middleton, 3/23 

Jeanette Ramirez, 3/23 

Bill Sommer, 3/25 

Ray Zander, 3/25 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 
Pray for Diane Akers, Janice Abel, Violet Andersen, Russ Budde, 

Sondra Budde, Jay Carey, Judy Diekleman, Violet Rich, Dolly 

Tagenhorst, Dorothy Van Mynen, Warren Van Mynen, Gene Wiltjer, 

Nicki Golembeck and Family. 

Serving in the Military – Austin Brandy, David Capodagli, James 

Fluechtling, Nathan Lopez, and Robert Wisely. 

Serving as First Responders – David Allen, Dave Bloom, Nathan 

Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, Dana Tatgenhorst, 

Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander. 
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NEWS UPDATE 
 

Join the Pastor Fluechtling Lenten Challenge. Everyone is encouraged 

to read the entire New Testament between now (never to late to start) and 

Easter morning. You can read it—approxamately 45 minutes per day—

listen to it on your phone or tablet! This is good quiet time alone. Or 

even better with a partner or smal group. Maybe an evening family 

reading! No matter how, when, or where Jesus is always there! 
 

 

St. Paul Book Club will meet Wednesday March 22, to 

review The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 

Skloot. We usually meet at 10am on the second Wednesday 

of the month and always welcome new members. Book Club 

is now in person and thru FB chat. Please let Deb know in 

advance so she can link you in. 
 

Attention All Ladies:  The LWML Zone 19 will be holding it’s Spring 

Rally on April 22 at Noon.  We will be have a luncheon along with some 

fun activities.  Our guest speaker will be Deaconess Sarah Gaffney.  The 

rally will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, 540 Oak Park Avenue, 

Beecher.  Please RSVP by April 17 to Valerie Lynch at 708-946-2190 
 

Christ For You this week on KFUO.org:  Study John 14-16 on Sharper 

Iron's "The Word Became Flesh" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), study 

Hosea 11-14 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and 

study Christ's Words in the Sacrament of the Altar on Concord Matters 

(3/25 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at 

kfuo.org or on the KFUO Radio app! 
 

SACRED CHRISTMAS MUSIC… In observation of The 

Annunciation of Our Lord, You can listen to sacred Christmas music 

on Saturday, March 25.  Listen at lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon 

Alexa, Google Home, TuneIn, Apple HomePod and the Lutheran 

Public Radio mobile app. 
 

Word of Hope offers free and confidential counseling to women and men 

struggling with an abortion experience. If you would like more 

information on how Word of Hope can help you or someone you love, 

visit our website at www.word-of-hope.org. You can be healed. 
 

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 8:45 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live 

at https://www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also 
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available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download 

on our website at https://www.splcms.org/worship. 
 

“When we ignore the baby in the womb and focus instead on what is now 

being labeled as the rights of the mother and women’s health care, we are 

turning our backs on God. Never has God authorized killing and called it 

a right. Never has God condoned promoting abortion and called it health 

care. His love for life is written throughout Scripture. What are we doing 

when we ignore His sacred Word?” Virginia Flo, Lutherans For Life – A 

Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 
March 12th Attendance 18, 17 Communed 

 

Basket $27.00  Weekly Missions $30.00 

Envelopes 1,686.25  Luth. Church Charity 10.00 

Corned Beef Din. 100.00  Church Maint 10.00 

   Social Ministry  225.00 

Budgeted Total 1,813.25  Non-budgeted Total $275.00 

Offering Needed  1,233.00    

 $580.25    
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Today 8:45 am 

9:45 am 

10:00 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

Sunday School 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday 10:00 am Book Club 

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 8:45 am 

9:45 am 

10:00 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

Sunday School 

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
 Sun, Mar 19, 8:45 AM Sun, Mar 26, 8:45 AM 

Pastor Pastor Dobberstein Pastor Fluechtling 

Usher Dave Bloom Aaron Schassburger 

   

Lay Reader Deb Brandy Melanie Wiltjer 
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Dear Food Basket Helpers, 

Thank you for your support of our Food Basket program! It has 

been a blessing to many who struggle throughout the year. As we 

look forward to the Resurrection of our Lord, we would like to 

provide support for those in need for Easter.  However, due to the 

continued impact of the Corona Virus, we will continue to 

purchase Aldi gift cards to send to our families in need. If you 

would like to donate to help purchase the gift cards in place of the 

items you would normally be purchasing, it would be much 

appreciated. 

Please make your donations for the Easter Gift Cards by Sunday 

March 26th so we have time to purchase cards and send them to the 

families. 

Include your donations with your offering and mark on your 

envelope Social Ministry Food Baskets. 

This is a difficult time for all, but we still need to care for those 

less fortunate. Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry! 

Social Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 
 


