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DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 4 – Page 203 

Lutheran Service Book 

God’s Gift of Forgiveness Engenders Our Forgiveness of Others 

The Day of the Lord is “near and hastening fast,” and it will be “a day of 

distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation” (Zeph. 1:14, 15). The 

Lord will search out and punish “the men who are complacent” 

concerning His Word, “who fill their master’s house with violence and 

fraud” (Zeph. 1:9, 12). Then all their works and efforts will be for nothing: 

“Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 

vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them” (Zeph. 1:13). But those 

who fear, love and trust in the Lord are “good and faithful” stewards of 

His property (Matt. 25:21). They live by faith in His free gift of 

forgiveness, and they multiply His goods in the loving forgiveness of their 

neighbor, and “the master of those servants” settles His accounts with 

them by the gracious reckoning of His Gospel (Matt. 25:19). Likewise, 

“God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9). Therefore, let us also “put on the 

breastplate of faith and love” in our dealings with one another (1 Thess. 

5:8). 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
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892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 

P Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

C In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

P Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

C for no one living is righteous before you. 

P I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; 

C I ponder the work of your hands. 

P I stretch out my hands to you; 

C my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

P Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 

C Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 

P For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 

C In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

C In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great 

and precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us 

the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 

A The Old Testament Reading for The Twenty-fifth Sunday after 

Pentecost is from the first chapter of the prophecy of Zephaniah. 
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7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

 For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

 and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 

 and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish 

 everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house 

 with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 

 “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, 

 a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 

 For all the traders are no more; 

 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

 and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, 

 those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

 nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 

 and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

 they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

 they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, 

 near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 

 the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15A day of wrath is that day, 

 a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

 a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
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 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

 and against the lofty battlements. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

A The Second Reading is from the fifth chapter of the First Epistle of 

St. Paul to the Thessalonians. 

  

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 

need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully 

aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While 

people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 

destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 

woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, 

brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all 

children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 

darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 

and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 

drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be 

sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet 

the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 

obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that 

whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore 

encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 

doing. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Verse LSB 205 

 

 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called 

his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five 

talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once 

and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who 

had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received 

the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled 

accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 

five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to 

him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And 

he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
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delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 

been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 

your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! 

You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I 

scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with 

the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my 

own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who 

has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and 

he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what 

he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the 

outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 
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Sermon 

 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings 

 

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it 
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate. 

 

Musical Offering 

 

Stand 

 

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
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Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952 
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510 

 

Prayer of the Church 159 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 

Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
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heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 

their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 



13 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come 
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is 
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you 
desire this blessing. 

 

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious 
invitation, I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, I 
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with 
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, 
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

629 What Is This Bread 

 

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 

Stand 

 

The Communion Dismissal 

 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 
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C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 

Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing 

House. 

Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the 

Commission on Worship of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.    
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Dear Food Basket Helpers, 

Thank you for your support of our Food Basket program! As we 

look forward to the upcoming holidays, we would like to provide 

support for those in need for Christmas. We will continue to 

purchase Aldi gift cards to send to our families in need. If you 

would like to donate to help purchase the gift cards it would be 

much appreciated. 

Please make your donations for the Christmas Gift Cards by 

Sunday December 10th so we have time to purchase cards and send 

them to the families. 

Include your donations with your offering and mark your envelope 

Social Ministry Food Baskets. 

This is a difficult time for all, but we still need to care for those 

less fortunate. Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry! 

Social Ministry 
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Advent 
Season 

 

 

November 19 

4:00 pm Thanksgiving Service 

5:00 pm Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

December 6 

9:30 am Advent Serv.  

10:30 am Breakfast 

 

December 13 

6:00 pm Pot-luck Dinner 

7:00 pm Advent Service 

 

December 20 

9:30 am Advent Serv.  

10:30 am Breakfast 

 

December 24 

9:30 am Worship Service 

6:00 pm Candlelight Service 
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November 19, 2023 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY 
Warren & Chris Van Mynen 

Shirley Wahl 

Brian & Gloria Wiltjer 

Melanie Wiltjer 

Jenna Wiltjer 

BIRTHDAYS 
Nicholas Carr, 11/21 

Deb Brandy, 11/24 

Judy Diekelman, 11/24 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
Daniel Zander, 11/23 

CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARIES 
Sharon Zander, 11/24 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Paulette & Roy Maurer, 11/22 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 
Pray for Diane Akers, Janice Abel, Sondra Budde, Jay Carey, 

Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., 

Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Dolly Tagenhorst, Dorothy Van Mynen, 

Warren Van Mynen, Gene Wiltjer, Ray Zander.  

Serving in the Military – Austin Brandy, David Capodagli, 

James Fluechtling, Nathan Lopez, and Robert Wisely. 

Serving as First Responders – David Allen, Dave Bloom, 

Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, 

Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander. 
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NEWS UPDATE 
 

 

St. Paul Book Club will meet Wednesday December 6, to 

review Comfort & Joy: A Fable by Kristin Hannah. We 

usually meet at 10am on the second Wednesday of the month 

and always welcome new members. Book Club is in person 

and thru FB chat. Please let Deb know in advance so she can 

link you in. 
 

Christ For You this week on KFUO.org: Study 1 Corinthians 4-6 on 

Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear a missionary update from 

the Helge family and the history of music in the Lutheran Church on The 

Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:00 a.m. CT), and study Mark 13-14 on Thy 

Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Hear your favorite programs 

on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app! 
 

Equipping the Priesthood of All Believers… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk 

show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL 

and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's teachings 

include: The Hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” Forgiving 

Those Who Sin Against Us, The Parable of the Ten Virgins, 

Transhumanism and more.  You can listen at your convenience at 

issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 
 

Word of Hope offers free and confidential counseling to women and men 

struggling with an abortion experience. If you would like more 

information on how Word of Hope can help you or someone you love, 

visit our website at www.word-of-hope.org. You can be healed. 
 

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live 

at https://www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also 

available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download 

on our website at https://www.splcms.org/worship. 
 

For it can be easy on Thanksgiving to be thankful for the things, thankful 

for what we are and have, but thankfulness in faith cries out to God, 

‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on me!’ and falls on its face at Jesus’ feet, 

giving thanks to Christ.” Rev. Cody Cooper, Guest Speaker on “The 

Lutheran Hour” – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

lutheransforlife.org    
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 

November 12th Attendance 30, 27 Communed, 10 Online 
 

Basket $137.00  Weekly Missions $40.00 

Envelopes 1,086.00  Luth. Church Charity 10.00 

   Church Maint 20.00 

   Social Ministry  215.00 

Budgeted Total 1,223.00  Non-budgeted Total $285.00 

Offering Needed  1,233.00    

Short $-10.00    
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Today 9:30 am 
10:30 am 

4:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

Worship Service 
Coffee &… 

Thanksgiving Worship 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 9:30 am 
10:30 am 

Worship Service 
Coffee &… 

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
 Sun, Nov 19, 9:30 AM Sun, Nov 26, 9:30 AM 

Pastor Pastor Dobberstein Pastor Fluechtling  

Usher Bill Sommer Dave Bloom 

Lay Reader Norma Allen Deb Brandy 
 

 
 


