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508 N. Chicago Road  •  Thornton, IL 60476 

Voice & Fax: 708-877-6564 
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DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 1 – Page 151 

Lutheran Service Book 

The Cross of Christ Is the Tree of Life, Which Bears Abundant Fruit after 

Its Own Kind 

The parables of our Lord convey the mysteries of the kingdom of God to 

those who are “able to hear it,” that is, “to his own disciples,” who are 

catechized to fear, love and trust in Him by faith (Mark 4:33–34). He 

scatters “seed on the ground,” which “sprouts and grows” unto life, even 

as “he sleeps and rises” (Mark 4:26–27). “On the mountain height of 

Israel,” He plants a young and tender twig, and it becomes “a noble 

cedar.” Indeed, His own cross becomes the Tree of Life, under which 

“every kind of bird” will dwell, and in which “birds of every sort will nest” 

(Ezek. 17:22–25). His cross is our resting place, even while now in mortal 

bodies, we “groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:1–4). Yet in faith, we live for 

God in Christ, who for our sake “died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15). We 

know that, in His resurrected body, “we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

Stand 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 

P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

P The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

C and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

P They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

C they flourish in the courts of our God. 

P They still bear fruit in old age; 

C they are ever full of sap and green, 

P to declare that the LORD is upright; 

C he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 

Kyrie 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
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A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22–24 

A The Old Testament Reading for The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

is from the seventeenth chapter of the prophecy of Ezekiel. 

  

 22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top 

of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its 

young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 

mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may 
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bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under 

it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of 

every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am 

the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up 

the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 

spoken, and I will do it.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 

A The Second Reading is from the fifth chapter of the Second Epistle 

of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

  

 1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we 

have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 

dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For 

while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 

would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what 

is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this 

very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not 

by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home 

or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what 

is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But 

what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your 

conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but 

giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer 

those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in 

the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our 

right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we 

have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 
15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 

themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
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 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. 

Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 

him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed 

on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed 

sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, 

first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when 

the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 

what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, 

which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 

earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the 

garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.” 
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 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 

able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them without a parable, but 

privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings 

 

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it 
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate. 

 

Stand 
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955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 

Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510 

 

Prayer of the Church 159 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 

for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a 

servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 

Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 

us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 



13 

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come 
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is 
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you 
desire this blessing. 

 

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious 
invitation, I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, I 
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with 
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, 
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

 

Stand 

 

The Communion Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 
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June 16, 2024 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY 
Kayla Van Mynen, Family Noelle 

Warren & Chris Van Mynen 

Mary Viehweg 

Catherine Gercken 

Shirley Wahl 

BIRTHDAYS 
Melanie Wiltjer, 6/21 

Noelle Van Mynen, 6/22 

FIRST COMMUNION ANNIVERSARIES 
Tara Schassburger, 6/19 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 
Asleep in Jesus – Mrs. Diane Akers (age 87) a long-time member of our 

congregation entered eternity on Saturday, June 8. We extend our 

deepest sympathy to her daughter, as well as other family members and 

friends. We mourn and also rejoice with them in the resurrection 

promises of our Lord, Jesus Christ. “Be thou faithful unto death, and I 

will give thee a crown of life. (Revelation 2:10). Funeral arrangements 

are Friday, June 28 at Chapel Hill Gardens, 11333 South Central Ave 

Oak Lawn,; 10am family visitation; 11am brief service & graveside; 

lunch following. 

Pray for Norma Allen, Janice Abel, Sondra Budde, Jay Carey, 

Pastor and Pam Collins, Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, 

Shirly Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Chester Orendorff, 

Violet Rich, Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren Van Mynen, Gene Wiltjer, 

Ray Zander.  

Serving in the Military – Austin Brandy, James Fluechtling, and 

Nathan Lopez. 
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Serving as First Responders – David Allen, Dave Bloom, 

Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, 

Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander. 

NEWS UPDATE 
 

 

St. Paul Book Club will meet Wednesday July 10 at 10:00 

am, to review Coal River: A Powerful and Unforgettable 

Story of 20th Century Injustice by Ellen Marie Wiseman. We 

always welcome new members. We enjoy fellowship and 

lunch following the discussion. 
 

Christ For You this week on KFUO.org: Finish studying Nehemiah 

and begin Esther on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), begin 

studying the Gospel of Luke on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 

a.m. CT), and study Repentance in the Apology of the Augsburg 

Confession on Concord Matters (6/22 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your 

favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app! 
 

Christian Worldview Series… What is truth?  What is a human being?  

What should we value?  What is beauty?  What is the source for 

morality?  You’ll find answers to these questions in a seven-part Issues, 

Etc. series based on a new resource from Concordia Publishing House, 

“Prepared with a Reason.”  Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 

produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by 

LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen on-demand at 

issuesetc.org/preparedwithareason or with a podcast provider. 
 

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live 

at www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also 

available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download 

on our website at www.splcms.org/worship. 
 

“I can finally perceive that God put some of the most difficult neighbors 

in my life at some of the most difficult times in order to bring me to the 

end of myself. Jesus didn’t say that what God asks us to do would be 

easy. What God asks is impossibly difficult if God were not actually 

alongside us, helping us every step of the way. But the good news is that 

He is alongside us, helping us every step of the way.” Donna Harrison, 

M.D., American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

– A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 

June 9th Attendance 18, 18 Communed, 13 Online 
 

Basket $176.00  Weekly Missions $30.00 

Envelopes 682.00  Luth. Church Charity 10.00 

Flag Replacement 73.00  Social Ministry 10.00 

Budgeted Total 931.00  Non-budgeted Total $50.00 

Offering Needed  1,362.00    

Short $-431.00    
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Today 9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
 Sun, Jun 16, 9:30 AM Sun, Jun 23, 9:30 AM 

Pastor Pastor Udoekong Pastor Fluechtling  

Usher  Louis Sella 

Lay Reader Tracy Middleton Mary Fluechtling 
 

 
 
 

 


