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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting 1 — Page 151
Lutheran Service Book

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we
come “to the Father” only through Him (John 14:6). God is thus “glorified
in the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the works of Christ
because He goes to the Father for us (John 14:12-14). Stephen, “a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great wonders
and signs among the people” (Acts 6:8), did the works of Christ. When he
was falsely accused and put to death, he “gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55).
Fixing his hope there, he commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and
prayed for his murderers. In the same way, all the baptized are called to
follow the example of Christ Jesus by faith. Though He was “rejected by
men” in the sight of God, He is “chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is
the chief cornerstone of the Father’s “spiritual house,” and we are built
upon Him as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Stand



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
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Introit Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

(P) Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the godly!

P I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up

and have not let my foes rejoice over me.

P] O Lorp my God, | cried to you for help,

and you have healed me.

(P} O Lorp, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the
pit.

(P} Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,

and give thanks to his holy name.

(P} For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P} Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!

Kyrie 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.




For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts
may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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men.

Sit

First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
The First Reading for The Fifth Sunday of Easter is from the sixth
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.

"Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. °And the twelve
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that
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we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
*Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this
duty. *But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. °These they set before the apostles, and they
prayed and laid their hands on them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith.

®And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and
signs among the people. °Then some of those who belonged to the
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and
of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and
disputed with Stephen. . ..

’And Stephen said:

"Brothers and fathers, hear me. . ..

*'You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. **Which of
the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you
have now betrayed and murdered, **you who received the law as
delivered by angels and did not keep it."

**Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they
ground their teeth at him. **But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. **And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” *'But they cried out with a
loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. **Then
they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. >>And as
they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
“And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10
The Second Reading is from the second chapter of the First Epistle
of Peter.

’Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you
may grow up to salvation— ’if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

*As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight
of God chosen and precious, *you yourselves like living stones are
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For it stands
in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

"A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do.

®But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. '°Once
you were not a people, but now you are God'’s people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

Glo -ry to Youu, O Lord.

1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. °In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? *And if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to
myself, that where | am you may be also. *And you know the way to
where | am going.” >Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?" ®Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
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through me. ’If you had known me, you would have known my Father

also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

®Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”
%Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can

you say, ‘Show us the Father'? °Do you not believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not

speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his

works. ""Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or
else believe on account of the works themselves.
"2Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the

works that | do; and greater works than these will he do, because | am
going to the Father. *Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son. ™If you ask me anything in my

name, | will do it.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
687 Thine Forever, God of Love

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was

159

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge

the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
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Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sit
Gathering of Tithes & Offerings

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate.

Stand
Offertory 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Prayer of the Church Responsive Form
P ...Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 160
(P] The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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3]
We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You
on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
o]
A - men.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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14
Sit

Distribution of Christ’'s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, |
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
Stand

The Communion Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in

peace.
Amen.

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Benediction 166

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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men.

924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
Silent Prayer

Announcements



The Glad Spirit
@) St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church

May 3, 2026
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST1. PAUL’S FAMILY
Cherlyn Plaia DO NOT LT

Richard & Janice Reichert YOUR HEARTS

Nicole Reichert «¢ Bl TROUBLID »
Heather Reichert

Tiffany Reichert W m
BIRTHDAYS

Jerry Wiltjer, 5/4 “%M”
Jean Wiltjer, 5/5 ) 2

Warren Van Mynen, 5/6 Jobhw 14:1
Sandy Bodza, 5/8

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Pray for Sandy Bodza, Sondra Budde, Pastor Collins, Carmen Dampier,
Judy Diekleman, Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr.,
Beverly Oaks, Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Bill Sommer,

Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren & Chris Van Mynen, Jean and Gene Wiltjer,
Ray & Madelaine Zander.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, Dakoda Gaut and
Nathan Lopez.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom,

Nathan Conway, Harrison & Arianna Cromey, Brianne Giba,

Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen
and Dan Zander.

DONATIONS

- [
FooD PANTRY SPLCMS.ORG THE GLAD SPIRIT



NEWS UPDATE

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday
at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live
at www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also
available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download
on our website at www.splcms.org/worship.

- St. Paul Book Club will meet on Tuesday May 12" at 10:00
@% am, to review Theo of Golden by Allen Levi. We always
welcome new members. We enjoy fellowship and lunch
following the discussion.

Christ For You the week of May 3™ on KFUO.org: Tune in to Sharper
Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT) for our latest study,"Springing into the
Psalms!" This week will take us through Psalms 21, 30, 38, 45, and 53. Join
us on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT) as Pastor Booe guides us
through a brand new study of the book of James! Don't forget to listen to
Concord Matters this Saturday (5/9 at 10 a.m. CT) as we look at the Power
and Primacy of the Pope. What is "the office of the keys"? Find your
favorite programs on-demand by visiting kfuo.org!

The Week of May 3" Providing Artillery Support for the Church
Militant On the Front Lines... Issues, Etc. is a podcast and radio talk
show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL, and hosted by
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Recent topics include: Intercessory Prayer in a
Post-Christian Culture, Understanding Difficult Old Testament Passages,
Roman Catholicism on Free Will, “The Population Bomb” by Paul Ehrlich,
Luther’s Large Catechism on Holy Baptism and more. You can listen at
your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite
podcast provider.

“When Jesus returns, all who believe in Him will be raised up from death
to live in His presence forever. That is the promise of His enduring,
steadfast love: ‘I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 1:6). The
purpose of God for us will be fulfilled!” Dr. Carol Geisler, Lutheran Hour
Ministries — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org




I AM THE WAY
AND THE TRUTH

Finding the Way

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6 [

The puzzle is based on John 14:1-14 (NIV).
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SYI KT KNOWEMRIJ XS
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ENOUGH WAY HEARTS TROUBLED _ TRUST
THOMAS LIFE MIRACLES ~ HOUSE SEEN
SHOW BELIEVE KNOW. ROOMS LIVING
FATHER FAITH PLACE PREPARE __ TRUTH
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
April 26" Attendance 18, 14 Communed, 6 Online

Envelopes $670.00 Weekly Missions $25.00
Basket 10.00 Luth. Church Charity 10.00
General Fund 225.00 Church Maint 15.00
Fellowship 25.00 Social Ministry 30.00
Budgeted Total 930.00 Non-budgeted Total ~ $80.00
Offering Needed 1,342.00
Short $-412.00
{ T &y THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

Today 9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am  Coffee &...
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 9:30 am  Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee &...

SERVANT SCHEDULE

Sun, May 3, 9:30 AM Sun, May 10, 9:30 AM
Pastor Pastor Klein Pastor Klein
Lay Reader Tracy Middleton Bill Sommer

y e Z00M Room
Let S DLSCMSS MONDAY — FRIDAY DEVOTIONS

Portals of Prayer 8:00am to 8:15am
Lutheran Hour 8:00pm to 8:15pm

For the Link:
Call or Text Church Cell: 312-533-1896
Email: letsdiscuss@splcms.org




